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Belknap County Master Gardeners 
Minutes 

November 3, 2017 
 
Present: Suzanne Perley, John Carpenter, Dick Christopher, Sally Doten, Cheryl Bonner, Ana 
Gourlay, Lisa Morin, Nel Garden, Margie Krietler, Jane Rollins, Shirley Splaine, Kathi Mitchell, 
and Amanda Gourgue. 
 
Amanda gave a presentation on her role in assisting the MG group. She is available to help 
coordinate activities and answer any questions. She will assist with hours, reporting, and 
project management. She explained that all MG projects must be pre-approved. All projects 
must be educational and promote UNHCE. 
 
Speakers Bureau: she explained that presentations exist with notes and handouts that are 
available. We can also develop new presentations. Lisa Morin suggested a presentation on 
working with local officials to develop garden projects within towns (pocket parks, etc). 
 
Past projects were reviewed. Our major project is our yearly Plant Sale. This year we also did 
Farmers Markets, Girl Scout projects, community gardens. Amanda asked if there were more 
opportunities to engage in more programs with the Future Farmers program at Winnisquam 
Regional High School. 
 
Amanda explained that all MGs working on projects with kids in the future will need 
background checks which she will do. Also, the UNHCE mission has been updated as follows: 
 
UNHCE Mission is to strengthen people and communities in New Hampshire by providing 
trusted knowledge, practical education, and cooperative solutions. 
 
Discussion of Budget: Suzanne went over the budget she prepared which gave a history of past 
income and expenditures. Sally was not certain of the status of the Plant Sale for next summer 
but she will be following up.  
 
Project Application form: The form that was circulated was reviewed. All MGs must complete 
this form for projects for next year. They will go to Amanda for approval and then back to our 
group for budgeting purposes. Please think of any projects you may want to do for next year 
and present them at the March meeting. 
 
Election of Secretary and Treasurer: Motion by Jane Rollins to appoint Suzanne as Treasurer 
replacing Kathleen Kozak, and Nel Garden as Secretary. Seconded by Sally Doten and approved. 
 
Reporting hours: Amanda emphasized how important it is for everyone to report their hours. 
UNHCE has a new system and Amanda reviewed how it works. A link to the new website was 
sent out by Amanda and she encourages us to save it in our “favorites” folder.  
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Amanda said that we are now required to do 3 hours a year in education. You can get those 
hours by attending the Spring Symposium, attending lectures on gardening, and having 
speakers at monthly meetings. 
 
Shirley asked about the project that she and Kathleen do every year at the Wicwas Grange. 
Amanda said they need yearly approval. You can work with Emma Erler, our Education 
Coordinator to get your handouts and programs approved beforehand. Any public presentation 
will need to be accompanied by the approved UNH logo. Amanda will help coordinate this to 
streamline the use of the UNH logo on all presentations. She emphasized that all information 
presented must be research based and Emma will confirm whether the information can be 
shared with the public. 
 
A written update from Sandy Licata about the Gilford Farmers market was presented. She 
reported we were present at the Farmers Market 9 times. One MG at the table was enough. 
Sandy and her family were there each time to help set up. Volunteers from the Rowe House 
often assisted with take down. Most action resulted when there were “giveaways”, 
encouraging people to come and ask questions. Market Coordinator Karen reported she felt the 
MGs were a real asset to the Market. Dick Christopher felt the public interest at the Laconia 
Markets on Thursdays were very limited, but possibly because there was a change in 
management of the event.  Seed potting demo did attract interest.  We have two tables, cloths, 
and banners available for future presentation use during the winter. Sarah and Jean are 
available to do publicity.  Suggestion made by Cheryl that we use the Daily Sun to advertise the 
programs we would be presenting at the Farmers Markets. 
 
Our next meeting was scheduled for March 23, 2018 at the Belknap County Complex, 
Conference Room 2 from 10:00 am to noon. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzanne Perley       


